Shakespeare’s Style

	Prose
	-words or ideas are arranged in no fixed pattern of strong or weak beats

-exposition, narration, description

-often used for “common” speech

	Poetry
	-ideas are expressed by suitable words rhythmically arranged in some regular pattern of strong and weak beats

-often used for “romantic” “philosophical” or some other special speech

	Blank

Verse
	-poetic form that sounds most like regular speech. Blank verse uses iambic pentameter that does not rhyme

-Iambic: one short, unaccented syllable followed by a long, stressed syllable

-Pentameter: five poetic syllabic pairings 

	Soliloquy
	-speech spoken by one person, seemingly to himself but really to inform the audience of his motives and to reveal true character

	Aside
	-actor’s comment or a short speech meant to be heard by the audience and not by other performers

	Rhyming

Couplet
	-two successive lines of poetry that rhyme

-Shakespeare often ended his scenes with rhyming couplets

	Oxymoron
	-a figure of speech in which two or more contrasting ideas are placed beside each other, often in parallel grammatical form. The purpose is to emphasize the idea being contrasted. 

	Shakespearean

Sonnet
	-3 quatrains and a rhyming couplet

-rhyme scheme: abab cdcd efef gg

	Pun
	-figure of speech designed to create humour by playing on words with several meanings

	Figurative Comparison:

Metaphor, Simile, Personification
	Metaphor:  a short comparison between two unlike things

Simile:  a comparison made between two things, introduced by “like” or “as”

Personification:  inanimate objects are given human qualities

	Dramatic Irony
	- the audience is aware of the meaning of a character’s lines or actions, but other characters onstage are “blind” to such knowledge (the audience is in on a secret that characters onstage are not)

	Allusion
	- a reference to a historical, literary, religious, mythological figure, event or object (the reader makes the association)

	Alliteration
	- neighbouring words begin with the same sound


